Day 1

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee”, they said, “Why do you stand her looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:9-11 (NIV)

 When Jesus comes back there will be no questions about who he is because every eye shall see him.  There will be no excuses, no reasoning, and no scoffing.  All excuses will fade; all the laughing and snide remarks will cease.

The Bible says that kings will shut their mouths because of him for what they were not told about him they will see and what they have not heard about him they will understand. Arguments will cease. Excuses will fade away.  And all the criticism will come to and end.  There will be no question about who Jesus is and what he has done.  And the only thing that we will be able to do is bow our heads.   

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, nor decide by what he hears with his ears.  But with righteousness he will judge the needy and with justice he will make decisions for the poor of the earth.  He will strike the earth with the word of his power and slay the wicked with the breath of his lips.  The earth will tremble at his presence; the hills and the mountains will flee away. 

You may think that you can hide from God. You may think that you can fool him.  You may think that he does not see.  You may think that you can play games with him, but on that day all the secrets of you heart will be laid bare.  What you have said in secret will be proclaimed in the streets and what you have done in darkness will be yelled from the rooftop.  And the only thing that will matter in that day is what did you do with Jesus.  To those who have accepted him, he will say, “enter into the joy of the Lord.” But to those who have rejected him, he will cast them into eternal darkness and torment. 

There is a door of mercy that is open today.  Jesus said, “behold I stand at the door and knock and if anyone will hear my voice and open the door.  I will come into him, and dine with him, and he with me. 

I encourage you to open that door today because his Spirit will not always tolerate our ways.  It is his kindness and patience that lead us to repentance.  Don’t delay it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of an angry God. 

Day 2

Because you will not abandon me to the grave neither will you let your Holy One see decay.  You have made known to me the paths of life and filled me with joy in your presence.  Acts 2:27 (NIV)

Are you struggling with a recurrent sin or fallen into some addictive habit?  And these Maybe you are a new Christian or have been a Christian many years and yet you struggle with the same sin problem.  You go to church, read the Bible, and fellowship with other believers and yet you continue to stumble and fall.  You repent again and then get up and walk for a while but eventually you stumble and fall again.  Don’t be discouraged.  God has not forgotten you nor has he abandoned you.  He loves you just as much and is still rich in mercy.  In fact, he delights to show us mercy!

I don’t know what it means to fail because I too have struggled with this problem.  It has taken me over 30 years to finally be able to walk.  I could look back and say that those years were a waste of time and a failure.  But instead, I prefer to look back and say that they were a testimony of God’s faithfulness and mercy to me.  He never left me or forsook me.  He did not deny me, but abided faithfully with me.  He did not leave me in the grave and neither did he let me see corruption.  But at the right time, he came and lifted me up and brought me out of the grave.  And he has made know to me the way of life and filled me with joy in his presence.  And he will do the same for you.  Just don’t give up.  Keep coming back to him and he will help you through it.  He loves you just like you are and he delights to show you mercy!

Day 3

Therefore let all the house of Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.  Acts 2:32.

Have made Jesus the Savior of your life?  If so, that is the best decision you have ever made in you life.  But let me ask you another question, have you made him both Lord and Savior of your life?  Is he your Lord also? Does he rule over you or do the things of the world rule over you.  Do problems rule over you?  Does sickness rule over you? When you make Jesus the Lord of your life these things will not rule over you. David said in Psalm 110.  The Lord said to my Lord sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet. The Lord will extend his mighty scepter from Zion, you will rule and rein in the midst of your enemies.  

When you make Jesus Lord of your life and ask him to rule over you, he will extend his mighty scepter over your life and bring those things that hinder and bother you under his authority.  As you submit to his authority, you will rule with him over the problems and sins that have ruled over you. Today, won’t you ask Jesus to be both Lord and Savior of your life?

Day 4

We are a witness of this…Acts 3:15 (NIV)

I am a witness as to the power of Christ’s resurrection.  By the power of the Holy Spirit he has brought me forth from the grave of my sins and has made me to walk in the newness of life.  

I know that my Redeemer lives an in the end he will stand upon the earth.  After my skin has been destroyed, yes in my flesh, I will see God.  I am a witness! I know that he lives!  No I have not seen him with my physical eyes.  But inwardly, in my heart, I have seen him.  I know that it is true. No, I haven’t seen him face to face but I have met him and he has seen me. And by his life, he has given me life. A wonderful transformation has taken place. I’m being changed from the inside out; I’m being renewed; I’m being made alive like I have never been before.  No dead man could ever make someone like me who was so dead in their trespasses and sins become so alive.  I know that he is alive and I am a witness of this.

Day 5

Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate, called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg.  Acts 3:2 (NIV)

The story of the crippled man is the story of my life.  I was crippled from birth, not physically but spiritually.  As David said, “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:4). And as Isaiah said, I went astray and turned to my own way. (Isaiah 53:6). I got mixed up in some bad stuff at an early age.  Somehow, it was always there. Whether I would go looking for it or not it always seemed to be there and it became a hook that imbedded itself deep within my soul.

Even as a Christian I could not get free of this hook.  I prayed; I fasted; I memorized scripture; and sought deliverance.  But it seemed like I could not get the victory.  I longed to stand. I longed to walk and I longed to run in the things of God. But each time I tried my legs would buckle under me and I would fall. And like other times, I would have to crawl my way back to the Beautiful gate to beg for mercy and grace and ask the Lord for alms.

Like me, some of you may be like that crippled man who sat by the gate called Beautiful.  You have come here today expecting to receive alms.  But God, by his Spirit, wants to take you by the hand and lift you up so you can walk and run. And he will do it too if you just call on him.  The Lord gives strength to the weary and power to the weak.  You will run and not be weary; you will walk and not faint.
Day 6

Why do you stare at us as if by our power or godliness we made this man walk?  It is in Jesus name and the faith that comes through him that he has given this complete healing to him, as all can see. Acts 3:12 (NIV)

It is not by my power or ability that I am able to stand and walk. Nor is it by my godliness that I am made whole.  It has nothing to do with my ability, works, or gifts. It is only through faith in his name that I am completely healed and able to walk.  It is truly by faith in name of Jesus of Nazareth, whom God raised from the dead that I am able to stand before you healed man.

I tried many things in my Christian walk to overcome my sin problem.  I fasted, memorized scripture, went through deliverance, and counseling but I would eventually fall again. I’m not saying that these things did not help because God’s word never returns void. I just was not able to remain obedient.  I could not in my own strength perform for any length of time the things that I was supposed to do.  I would eventually fall into the same sin pattern again.

But one day God met me right where I sat.  I was not on a spiritual mountaintop either.  I was doing the very thing my soul hated. He came to me, at the place where I sat and extended his hand of grace and pulled me to my feet and I was able to stand.  And he will do the same for you.  He loves you so much.  

Day 7

But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing that they could say.  Acts 3:14 (NIV)

This is the power of a changed life.  You cannot argue with it or deny it.  You may argue about doctrines, theological pointes, or even personal convictions, but a changed life will end all arguments.  This is why your testimony is so important.  It says that I once was lost, but now am found.  I was blind but now I see.  I used to live for myself, but now I am living for God. I once was in darkness but now I’m in the Light.  I once was dead in my trespasses in sin but now I am forgiven and alive. I once sang and old song, but now I have a new song to sing.

The scripture reminds us in Revelations that the saints overcame the dragon by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony  (Revelations 12:11). When you are tempted to do wrong, you to have this overcoming power in your testimony.  You can say “no” because you are new creature in Christ; you have been adopted into his family; and you are no longer ruled by our earthly passions.  Thus you can confidently tell the devil, “get behind me because I am a child of the King.”
Day 10

When they saw the boldness of Peter and John they were amazed for they perceived that these were ordinary and unschooled men and they took note they had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13

The Lord is looking for ordinary people today, ordinary people through whom he can do extraordinary things.  For as the scriptures says, for we see brethren how that not many wise, not many mighty, not many noble are called.  For God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise and God has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the mighty.  

The Lord is looking for ordinary people like Nikki, 14 year old who smuggled bibles into a Muslim nation, ordinary people like John who is stirred up to see people vote, Lisa who would take a group of kids into a trailer park and share God’s love.  Tom who leads a scout pack so boys can grow up into mature young men, and ordinary people like Ed who would go into a prison a share the gospel.  

The Lord is looking for ordinary people today.  He takes shepherds boys like David and makes them into kings. He takes fisherman like Peter and turns the world upside down with message of the gospel.  He takes a dyslexic, educationally deficient young man like Dan Stanley and gives him a doctorate degree and stands him up in from of the general assembly of the United Nations to plead the cause for a Muslim people.

The Lord is looking for ordinary people today who are not afraid of a little work.  Jesus said in the book of John, “my father is always at work and I must be at work too!” The Holy Spirit is saying today that He has kingdom to build in Hoke County and he needs ordinary men and women to do the work.  He is looking for ordinary people who will roll up their sleeves, people who are not afraid of a little elbow grease, ordinary people through whom He can build his kingdom.

The Lord is looking for ordinary people today!

Day 9

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.  Acts 4:31

In Acts chapter 4, the disciples prayed this prayer. They said, “Lord enable me to speak in you name more boldly.  Stretch out you hand and heal the sick and perform miraculous signs and wonders in the name of you holy servant Jesus Christ.  When they had prayed that prayer, the place where they were meeting was shaken and they were filled with the Holy Spirit and went out and spoke the word of God boldly.

God wants to use you to be a history maker and he can use you right where you are.  You do not have to have a degree from a university or be an ordained minister.  All God needs is a willing heart.  God, by his Spirit, is saying today that if you will pray that prayer and say, “enable me to speak you word boldly, use me to heal the sick, use me to move in your power, the place where you are at- your marriage, your home, your neighborhood, your community, your job will be shaken for Christ and lives will be touched by the Holy Spirit.  

Day 10

You are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him. Acts 5:32 (NIV)

 Do you have trouble sharing your faith?  I know that I do.  Fear really grips my heart when I try to share my faith.  The whole time I’m thinking, “will they laugh at me or reject me.”  Fear is a terrible thing to have. But because God has given us the Holy Spirit, we don’t be afraid to speak in his name.  His awesome love will help us overcome this fear.  And he will give you the words to say too.  You don’t have to share a big four-point sermon or even the four spiritual laws.  Sometimes all you have to do is to share what God has done for you and that will speak volumes.  Your very lives are a letter that anyone can read by just looking at you.  As the apostle Paul said to the church at Corinth, “Your very lives are a letter that anyone can read by just looking at you. Christ himself wrote it--not with ink, but with God's living Spirit; not chiseled into stone, but carved into human lives…” II Corinthians 3:2-4 (Msg)

Day 11

 These men began to argue with Stephen, but they could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke.  Acts 6:9-10 (NIV)

Stephen was an ordinary man, a deacon in the early church.  But God used him to silence the most educated and brightest minds of the day.  God likes to do that.  He uses the simple things of the world to confound the wise and the weak things to confound the strong.  You don’t have to know a lot, you only have to know the one you serve and that will be enough. He has given you everything you need in the Holy Spirit to stand up to the harshest of critics.  As the scripture says, when the Holy Spirit comes, he will guide you in all truth.  He will not speak on his own, but he will testify of me and bring to your remembrance the things that I have said and done.  He will empower you, for he will take what is mine (all that the Father has is mine- all power, all wisdom, all understanding, all knowledge, all provision) and make it known to you.  Did you get that?  All that the Father has is mine and the Holy Spirit is going to make it know to you.  That is awesome!  So don’t be afraid to speak up, God has unlimited resources to help you.  And he will help you out!

Day 12

“Heaven is my throne, the earth is my footstool.  What kind of house will you build for me,” says the Lord.  Acts 7:49 (NIV)

God created all things through Christ.  All things were made by him and without him nothing was made that was made.  In him we live and breathe and have our being. For who would have thought or who could have imagined that the God of the universe, the One who created all things would dwell within us?  As the prophet said, “Heaven is my throne, the earth is my footstool.  What kind of house will you build for me?  Or where will my resting place be?  Has not my hands made all things?  But he has chosen to make us his house; he has chosen to make us his resting place.  We are his temple.  We are his habitation.  It is Christ in us the hope of glory.  We have this treasure in earthen vessels that we might show the all-surpassing power of God here on earth and not only here on earth but also in heavenly realms to the principalities and rulers.  He has entrusted us with the gospel message- the power of God to salvation and made us ambassadors of Truth.  He has committed to us the message of reconciliation and commissioned us to go into the entire world with this message. It wasn’t to the angels he committed this message, no, it was to the we, his church, that he said, “All power is given to men in heaven and earth, go, therefore, into all the world and preach the gospel.”  We are his chosen vessels.  We are his ambassadors.  We are his chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, that we should show forth the praises of him who called us out of darkness into the light.

Day 13

Those who were persecuted were scattered abroad, and as they went, they preached the word.  Phillip went down to Samaria…Acts 8:4

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  The Lord desires all to be saved.  Sometimes, however, it is easy for us to forget that and neglect to share our faith and be a witness especially to people who are not like us.  The Samaritans were such a people in those days.  Yet the Lord loved them dearly.  Today there are Samaritans among us:  the poor, the down trodden, the unlovely, and the social outcasts.  The ones society has chewed up and spit out.  They also are the ones that Christ loves and for whom he has died. And like Phillip, God is sending us to them as well.  In the parable of the banquet, the master of the house told his servants to go out into the highways and byways. Gather the sick, the lame, the crippled, and the poor and bring them into the house so that his house may be filled.  The Lord, by the Spirit, is saying the same thing to the church today, “go out and gather them in.  I have fixed the meal, I have set the table, and the fest is ready.  But there is still room at my table.  There is still room in my banquet hall.  Go out and gather them in so that my house may be filled.”

Day 14

When persecutions arose, those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.  Phillip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed Christ there.  Acts 8:4

God is calling us to go into our Samaria.  He is calling us and sending us across racial, cultural, and socioeconomic barriers.  He is sending us out into the highways and byways and saying, “Go gathered the poor, the lame, the blind, the outcast, and invite them into so that my house may be full.” 

Like Jesus, he wants us have a reputation of being “a friend of publican and sinners.”  Because we are his eyes that look on the crowds with compassion, we are his ears that hear the blind Bartimaeus of this world crying, “Jesus, son of David, have mercy upon me.”  We are his hands reaching out and touching the leper and saying, “Be clean.”  We are his knees bending and saying, “The son of man did not come to be served but to serve.” We are his feet kicking over tables and driving out the money-changers that rob peoples lives and that keeps them from fully serving God.  We are his arms extended and saying, “come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.” For the gospel of the kingdom is not in words only but in powerful actions through the Holy Spirit.  We are not to live with words only but also with actions expressing themselves in truth.

Day 15

The Spirit told Phillip to “go to that chariot and stay near it.”  Then Phillip heard the man reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.  Do you understand what you are reading,” asked Phillip?  “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Phillip to come up and sit with him.  Acts 29-31 (NIV)

The apostle Paul says in the book of Romans states that whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  But then he asks some questions, “How shall they believe on him whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear except someone tells them?  How shall someone tell them unless they are sent?”  He concludes by paraphrasing a scripture from the book of which says,  “how beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news: that proclaim peace, that bring good tidings, that proclaim salvation.  Who say to Zion, you God reigns” (Isaiah 52:7).  

God is asking those same questions of us today, “Who shall I send? Who will speak to the people? Who will go into their homes with the good news?  Who will proclaim peace to their neighbors?  Who will bring good tidings into their community?  Who will proclaim salvation on their job and in their school?  Who will say to you community, “your God reigns?”  Like the Ethiopian eunuch, people are searching for answers to life’s questions.  But they do not understand that all their questions can be answered in God.  And really, when it comes down to it, how can they understand unless someone explains it to them?  But the solution to this problem is found in you and I.  How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news.  Who shall I send?  Who will speak to the people?

Day 16

(Saul) fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul. Why do you persecute me?”   Who are you Lord?” Saul asked.  I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. Acts 9:3-5 (NIV)

I am trouble by the question today.  “Who are you Lord?”  I fear that I do not know him and do not recognize him.  I understand the church culture because I have been going to church most of my life.  I fear that if he were to withdraw himself from me I would not even know it and that I would just go on doing what I am used to doing and would not notice too much that he were gone.  Who are you Lord?  Do I really know you?  Have I taken your yoke upon myself and learned of you? 

I think about the scripture in Matthew in which Jesus said, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name and in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you” (Matthew 7:22-23).  What a sad fate.  To live all your life and do all these miraculous things but still not know the One from whom all these things flow.  Who are you Lord? 

But it does not have to be like this.  God is calling us into an intimate relationship with him.  He desires for us to get to know him, to share our fears with him, our feelings, as well as our failures.  He wants to get to know us and he wants to reveal himself to us.  He wants to come into the inner chambers of our lives and fellowship with us.  The invitation still stands, “Look! I stand at the door of your heart and knock.  If you hear me calling, and open the door, I will come in and we will share a meal as friends.  (Revelations 3:20)
Day 17

Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean." The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." Acts 10:13-15 (NIV)

I’ve done a lot of bad things in my life.  Many of which I would be too ashamed to talk about.  So I sometimes struggle with feelings of guilt over those things that I have done wrong.  They sometimes replay in the back of my mind like some old song that you just can’t get out of your head.  And with these memories, come the feeling of guilt and shame.  Then all I want to withdraw and hide myself from God.  But God has forgiven me, and you too, and because of that we don’t have to struggle with these feelings of shame and guilt any more.  We don’t have to see ourselves in the same light as we used to because he has made us a new creature in Christ and the old things, the habits, the patterns of sin, and addictions have passed away.  He has made all things new.  The Bible says God delights in showing us mercy.  The prophet Micah asks, “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea (Micah 17:18-19).  He takes those failures and sins and he tosses them into the deepest ocean and forgets about them.  And that is what we are supposed to do to.  We are no longer the liar, the cheat, the alcoholic, or the abuser.  We are his new creation in Christ Jesus.  So when those feelings of guilt come along, we need to agree with God instead of the Devil and say, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean."

Day 18

He is the one all the prophets testified about, saying that everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven through his name.  Acts 10:43 (NIV)

Jesus was the one that all the prophets in the Old Testament talked about.  He was the Messiah that would save people from their sins.  In the book of Genesis, he is the offspring of man that would bruise the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15).  Moses called him that prophet that the Lord would send (Deuteronomy 18:15).  David, in Psalms speaks about his rejection and suffering on the cross  (Psalm 22).  Isaiah the prophet says, “For us a child is born, a son is given.  And the government shall rest upon his shoulders.  He is called Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, and the Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6-7).   Isaiah also describes graphic terms his suffering and rejection (Isaiah 53).  The prophet Jeremiah calls him the Branch from the lineage of David, the righteous King who will rule with wisdom (Jeremiah 23:5-6). In the book of Daniel, he is the One who looked like a man whose rule is eternal- it will never end. (Daniel 7:14)  In the book of Micah, he is the Ruler who comes from Bethlehem, the (Micah 5:2).  Zephaniah calls Jesus the “King of Israel that will live among you.” (Zephaniah 3:15) The prophet Zechariah accurately foretells the sum of money that Judas was paid when he betrayed Jesus.  Malachi tells of the messenger that the Lord is sending “to prepare the way before me.” (Malachi 3:1)  Lastly, John the Baptist, the messenger that heralded the coming of Jesus, calls him the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.  (John 1:36)  What the prophets foretold about Jesus is true.  He is indeed the chosen One of God.  He is the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.  And, yes it is still true, that everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness of his or her sins through his name.

Day 19

The Holy Spirit told me to go with them and not to worry about them being Gentiles.  Acts 11:12 (NIV)

When I was a teenager, the Christian group, the Imperials, sang one of my favorite songs.  The lyrics of the song asked the question, “Did you ever hear God speaking to you? Saying, ‘I’ve got a job to do and I’ll sure be needing you if it ever gets done.’”  As a teenager I never really thought much about God speaking to me. As a teenager I went to church, read the Bible sometimes, and prayed occasionally.  It never really entered my mind that God would speak to me.  But one day he did.  It was not an audible voice that thundered from the heavens but it was a quiet voice that came from the inside.  It was so clear and distinct to me that I knew it was God speaking to me.  And this is not much different from how God spoke to the prophets and even to the apostle Peter.  The Holy Spirit communicates with us in our inner being, the thing we call our spirit.  However, occasionally people do hear and audible voice instructing them to do something but in general, God speaks to us through our spirit.  How then do we know that we are hearing the voice of the Spirit speaking?  In James 3:17 we are provided with some clues that will help us to discern his voice.  He writes, “The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.”  When the Holy Spirit speaks to us there is purity in his words.  Nothing impure or that contradicts the scripture will come from his mouth.  His voice is not harsh or gruff but it is full of peace.  It is considerate of us.  It is not rude, impolite, or demeaning.  Next the Holy Spirit is full of good fruits.  Whatever it ministers to us will then bear good fruit in our life and the lives of others.  The Holy Spirit is also submissive and will not threaten or coerce us to do anything.  Likewise, the Holy Spirit is also full of mercy.  It will not condemn us or make us feel guilty.  It is impartial and will not be unfair to us.  Finally, the Holy Spirit is also sincere and unwavering and will not cause of doubt.  So, keep your spiritual ears open because you never know when the Holy Spirit may be speaking to you and telling you “I’ve got a job for you.”  

Day 20

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.  Acts 12:1-2 (NIV)

It happened just as Jesus said it would happen.  James, one of the sons of thunder, was put to death.  Jesus said it would happen to him.  You remember the story of how that James and John came to Jesus and asked them to grant that they could sit beside in on the throne, one on the right and the other on the left.  Jesus first asked them this question, “Can you drink from the same cup that I am drinking from and be baptized with the same baptism that I am?”  “Yes we can,” they replied.  Jesus said that they certainly would but that the right to grant them to sit on the right and left of him was not his to give (Mark 10). As Christians, we will all drink from the cup of the Lord’s suffering in one way or another.  It may come in the form of ridicule and teasing, mocking and harassment, or physical suffering.  Jesus said that this would happen too.  He said that there would come a time when people think that they are doing God a favor by killing you (John 16:2). We have seen this played out in history many times and we are seeing it played our in our present day as many Christians in different areas of the world are tortured, mutilated, imprisoned, and killed for the message of the Cross. Even in our own country we are seeing Christians jailed or receiving fines because of the gospel.  And it is going to get much worse.  Lets face it, as Christians we are swimming against the stream and we are driving the wrong way (really the right way) on a one-way street.  We are going to clash with our culture and somebody is going to get hurt.  Yet we are commanded by God to press on in our faith in spite of the suffering and we are called to take up our cross daily and follow him.  So when you face suffering, remember the words of the apostle Paul, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18).

Day 21

My friends, the message is that Jesus can forgive your sins! The Law of Moses could not set you free from all your sins. But everyone who has faith in Jesus is set free.  Acts 13:38-39 (CEV)

Imagine you are a lion, the king of the beasts, which has been living in a cage all your life.  The only thing you have known is the steel bars, concrete floors, and the drab ceiling over your head. Your life is an empty routine of pacing back and forth in your cage and a heartless trainer lashing you with his whip. What would your life be like to you?  No mountains to climb, no rivers to cross, and no open expanses of prairie beneath your feet. Now imagine that you are that same lion and you are going to be set free.  You have been caged and transported back to Africa and you are about to be released into the Plains of Serengeti. What would that be like?  Instead of cold steel bars in front of you, now there are miles and miles of open turf; instead of rough concrete beneath your feet, you now have the soft earth; instead of a drab ceiling, you now have the deep blue sky; and instead of being whipped into submission you now      This is how you were meant to live.  This is what it meant when the apostle Peter talked about having freedom in Christ.  Through Christ we are released from the cage that has bound us for so many years and we are given freedom to run in the wide-open expanses of his grace and live the life that we were supposed to live. 

Day 22

On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. Acts 14:27

One of the worst jobs that I ever had was in direct sales.  I went from door to door trying to sell a household appliance that was supposed to clean better than all the competitors.  I and other salesmen would go to the office the first thing in the morning for a pep talk by the branch manager and then head out and try to make some sales.  So with my booster shot of confidence I got in my car and headed out to a neighborhood and tried to make some sales.  I really didn’t like direct sales because you had to walk up to people’s doors and try to get them to buy something that they really had little idea that they wanted.  Sometimes I would knock on the door or ring the doorbell and there would be no answer.  And then their were times that people would answer the door and politely listen to my sales pitch and then say “no” and shut the door, sometimes quietly and sometimes loudly, and on rare occasions there were people who would open the door and let me in.  I didn’t take “no” very well.  It made me feel like it was me that they were not interested in.  I often left feeling rejected by them.  Which in reality was not the case because it was my product or the intrusion on their time that they did not appreciate. 

In our lives we go through many doors but it is God who opens and shuts these doors in our lives.  He will open some doors and close others.  Sometimes he will put a door of opportunity before and we can easily step through it.  Other times he will place a close door before us and not allow us to step through it.  When he does this, it is easy to feel let down or maybe feel rejected by him.  Although these feelings are natural they in know way reflect the reality of his love for us.  We must understand that God’s ways are the best ways for us and that he has plans for our lives that would make our head’s spin if we knew and understood them.  Although he closes a door it is not because he hates us or thinks less of us.  Rather it is because he loves us and has something much better in store for us.  We must remember too that God is good and that he does not have plans to hurt us or to harm us in anyway but that his plans will work in us an eternal benefit.  As Jeremiah the prophet put it, “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)

Day 23

Now why are you trying to make God angry by placing a heavy burden on these followers? This burden was too heavy for our ancestors or for us. But our Lord Jesus was kind to us, and we are saved by faith in him…Acts 15:10-11 (CEV)

When I was in college I was in a geeky science fraternity.  In order to get into the fraternity you had to have a good grade point average, be accepted by the membership and go through an initiation.  I was at a Presbyterian college so the initiation was not too outlandish.  I’ve heard of clubs that are very exclusive and only select a certain strata of society based on their income and social standing.  On the other hand, I’ve joined clubs that all you had to do was to pay the membership fee and you were in although girls got in free on Tuesdays but that didn’t seem to matter to me at the time.  At the time I viewed it as a perk rather than an infraction of the membership rules. For the most part, most of these clubs required you to do something in order to get in.  You have to meet some kind of eligibility requirement and review by the current membership.  Then once you are accepted into the club you have to conform to the rules and bylaws of the club in order to remain a member.  


Thankfully, there are no such requirements in order to gain membership into God’s family. There are no initiation rituals, oaths or creeds to quote, membership screenings, or burdensome rules to follow.  You don’t have to put on your Sunday best or try to meet a certain standard of behavior or living standard.  All you have to do is to trust in the name of Jesus and you will be welcomed in to God’s family.  Romans 10:9 says, “If we confess with our mouths the Lord Jesus Christ and believe in our hearts that God has raised him from the dead then we will be saved.”  That is all that is required.  You don’t have to first give up smoking, drinking, or whatever it is you do.  All you have to do is to call upon his name and then he will welcome you wholeheartedly into his family. Because becoming a Christian and living the life of faith does not depend upon our abilities, talents, or gifts but it does depend entirely upon the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  It is truly Jesus plus nothing that gets you saved.

Day 24

The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 15When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. Acts 16:14-15 (NIV)

If the Good news is such good news then why do so many people turn away from it?  Why doesn’t everyone believe the message?  After all, most people like to hear good news so it would seem natural that most people would be enthusiastic about the gospel message.  To understand the answer to this question we must first understand the One who sent the good news.  God is the author of the message and he is all-powerful, all wise, and all-knowing.  His wisdom is beyond anything we can think or imagine. His knowledge reaches to the heavens and is far beyond the sky.  The bible says that he calls all the stars by name  (Psalm 147:4).  Think about that for a minute.  There are billons upon billons of stars in the sky and he has named each and every one of them.  The bible also says that he has numbered the very hairs of our head  (Matthew 10:30).  And it also says that he planned every detail of our life, right down to the place where we now live (Acts 17:26). So it is understandable to us when the bible says that his ways are higher than ours and his thoughts are not our thoughts.  We simply cannot comprehend or begin to understand his ways.  Anyhow, we are so preoccupied with ourselves that we don’t really think much about God.  But God understands our ways of thinking very well and that is why he has sent the Holy Spirit to help us to understand his ways and his thoughts.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit to open our hearts so that we might hear and receive the message that God is speaking to us.  Jesus said that the Holy Spirit or Councilor would lead us and guide us in all truth and that, my friend, is good news for us. 
Day 25

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. Acts 17:24 (NIV)
God made everything in heaven and on earth. Without God, nothing was made that was made.  He created everything for his good pleasure. God does spectacular and miraculous things. He takes the formless and void things and shapes them into things and fills them with life.  He speaks and light is spoken into existence.  Light and darkness are separated.  He speaks again and life begins. Where there once was nothing, there is now something, because he calls things into existence that did not exist.  He speaks and it instantly happens.  What was once formless and void is now teeming with life.  And what was once chaotic has now been made orderly.  If God can do that with inanimate objects, what can he do with my life?  He can take my formless and void life and shape it into something that he can use and then fill it with his life.  He can speak and light can come into the darkest recesses of my life. He can speak again and life can appear where there once was death and ruin.  He can even stoop down and take the mud and mire of my life and form it into something that brings him honor and glory.  And if he has done that for me, I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that he will do the same for you. 

Day 26

Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God.  Acts 18:7

That is the kind of reputation that I want.  I want to be known as a worshiper of God.  We all have reputations, things that we are know for.  David was known as a man after God’s own heart.  Moses was known as a man of humility.  Peter had a reputation for being bold.  Solomon was a man of wisdom.  But Titius Justus was a worshiper of God.  What a blessing and privilege it would be if others knew you and I in these terms.  Not Joe, the mechanic, or Sally, the doctor, but John, a worshiper of God.  What volumes that speaks!  

What does it mean to be a worshiper of God?  Did this man walk around singing praise and worship songs all the time or was there something about his life style that pointed other people to the Father?   Jesus said that the Father is seeking those who worship God in Spirit and in truth.  He is seeking those who worship the Father not only with their lips but also in the way that they live.  Worship then, is not just about singing because the scripture say that these people worship me with their lips but their heart is far from me.  In other words we can still sing the praise and worship songs but our hearts do not reflect the words that we sing.  This is not what God is after.  He is seeking those who worship him in Spirit and in truth. He is seeking those who worship him not only with their lips but also in the manner in which they live their lives.  These people are living by the Spirit, instead of by the flesh, and live a life that reflects the beauty of the Lord. Their lives reflect the Truth of God in their hearts and there is congruence in what they sing about and in the manner in which they live.  And not only does their life sing loudly for the Lord but praise and worship pour forth from their lips because of who God is and what he has done for them.  In other words, their life is a hymn of praise to God, a song that is heard by those around them.  There has been a transformation in their life that other people see and hear.  In Psalms David said that God has “put a new song in his heart, a hymn of praise to God.  Many will see and fear and put their trust in the Lord  (Psalm 40:3).  Did you get that?  Many will see it, not necessarily hear it, and shall put their trust in the Lord.  They will see the transformation that has taken place in your life and they will hear the new song of your heart and they will stand up and take notice.  Let us pray then that God would so touch our lives that others may hear the song of the Lord in our lives too and that like Titius we too would have a reputation of being worshipers of God.  

Day 27

Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?  Acts 19:1

When I was in college I had to take an organic chemistry class as part of my major.  The professor was whiz at it.  I think he spoke organic chemistry as a second language.  The classroom had two chalkboards.  One chalkboard was in the front of the class and the other was on a wall on the side of the class.  This professor would start his lecture and begin scribbling chemical equations and reactions on one board and fill it up one and go on to the next chalkboard and fill it up without blinking an eyelid.  He knew his stuff!  But I, not being very fluent in chemistry, would still there scratching my head still trying to figure out what was going on with the equations that he had written on the first board.  Because I was kind of slow in chemistry I had to get a tutor to help me our and explain the concepts that were being taught in class.  My tutor who also was well versed in chemistry could explain the chemistry in terms that I could understand and he would take the extra time to help me to learn those equations and reactions that I had a lot of difficulty with.

In the same way, the Holy Spirit is our tutor that helps us to understand the things that God has for our lives. On the night before he was crucified, Jesus told his disciples that he was leaving them but that he would send the Holy Spirit, the Counselor, who would lead them in all truth and who would come and live within them (John 14:17).   When we accepted Jesus into our hearts the Holy Spirit came into our lives to help lead us and guide us in God’s truths.  He is our tutor that will help us to understand God’s truths and to understand the will of God for our lives.  He is the Counselor that will comfort us in our sorrows and grief.  He is the Advocate that speaks and prays through us when we cannot find the words to speak or pray.  He is the Encourager that helps to motivate us and support us when we go through life’s difficulties.  He is the Helper that helps us in our weakness so that we can be strong and courageous in the Lord.  He is the Life within us that transforms us and renews us into the image of the Son.  And he is that River of Living Waters that flows out of our bellies to refresh those around us. Because each new day brings new challenges and new difficulties, we need that fresh unction or anointing of the Holy Spirit each day of our life in order to help us face life’s problems.  Jesus said that he would not leave us comfortless.  He has indeed sent the Holy Spirit and he is living within to comfort us, to help us, and to walk right beside us. 

Day 28

For my life is not worth nothing unless I use it for doing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus… Acts 20:27 (NLT)

When I was a senior in high school, I began to worry about what I was supposed to do in life.  What was the goal of my life?  What was the plan?  I began to pray and ask God to guide me and lead me down the road of life that I was supposed to go.  I thought about college but I was not sure what I wanted to study in college. I really didn’t know what I wanted to do.  Then one day God answered me.  I was watching TV one evening and saw an episode of MASH, a story about a medical unit during the Korean War.  During one of the scenes on the show it seemed life the door of heaven swung wide open and something within me knew that God was telling me what to do with my life. It was truly an “Aha” moment.  So, to make a long story short I joined the Army and got in to the medical field and have continued down that road since them.  And I can’t even begin to tell you how fulfilled my life has been.  His plan for my life fit me like a glove.  It suited my interests and was in line with some of the things that I had a talent for.  It was so amazing.   

God has a plan for all our lives and he has work for us to do that no one else will be able to do. So it is important that we find our what this plan is because it is what we were designed to do. God has created us for his purpose and his glory.  He knew us before the foundations of the earth were set in place and before the canopy of the sky was pitched over the earth.  He knew us and formulated a plan for our lives.  He knew all the circumstances that would occur in our lives, both good and bad.  He knew the mistakes and sins we would commit, they are no surprise to him. He knew each detail our life before we were born and made allowances for the mistakes that we would make.  They were included in his divine plan for our lives.  

We can live our life for many things. We can live for a nice house, a big car, a condo on the beach, a career, our family, or for the day of our retirement but these are only temporary things that will fade away in eternity but a life lived for the service of God will survive the test of time.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told the disciples, “don’t store up treasures here on earth where they can be eaten by moths and get rusty and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where they will never be moth-eaten or rusty and where they will be safe from thieves” (Matthew 6:19).  In others words, don’t live your lives devoted to things because they will pass away.  

Since God created us and has a divine plan for our life we then can only find out that purpose and that plan in him.  The first step toward finding out what our “calling” is in life is to look to God. When we accept him as our Lord and Savior we are accepting all the good things that he has for our life, including our life’s mission.  The scripture says, “it is only in Christ that we will find out what life is about and what we are living for” (Ephesians 1:11).  So in order to find our life’s calling we must begin with God.  

The next step is to seek God and ask him to reveal his plans for us.  The scripture says that if we need wisdom- if we want to know what God wants us to do then we should ask God and he will gladly tell us (James 1:5 NLT).  When we come to God and ask him to show us what to do and which way to go with our lives he is more than willing to show us.  Because it brings him glory when we fulfill our purpose on this earth.  

Then once we find out what the plan and purpose of God is for our lives, we then need to begin to pursue it.  We don’t need to worry about how it will come to pass because that is God’s problem and not ours.  When God makes a plan, he also makes provision for us in order to accomplish his plan.  And his resources are unlimited.  The scripture says that he has given us everything for life and godliness in Christ Jesus  (II Peter 1:3).  And that he will supply all our needs according to his riches in Jesus Christ (Philippians 4:19).  He has provided everything that we will need in order to complete his divine plan for our life.  And he will do if for us if we will but take the time to ask him.  He will make the way for us! 

Day 29

When it was clear that we couldn’t persuade him, we gave up and said, “The will of the Lord be done” Acts 21:13 (NLT)

What is the will of the Lord for your life?  Sometimes it is difficult to discern his will about some of the specific details of our life.  However, the scripture does point out some specific things that God has willed for our life

First of all it is God’s will for all people to be saved.  He wants everybody to go to heaven and he does not want anyone to go to everlasting torment in hell.  The scriptures says that God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (II Peter 3:9).  He has made us a way to go to heaven through the death and resurrection of his son Jesus Christ.  All we have to do is to believe on him and we will receive the gift of eternal life.

We are told in the scripture that it is God’s will that we be holy.  He has saved us and set us apart from the things of the world.  He does not want us doing the things that we used to do when we were unsaved.  He saved us so that we might be set free from the things that used to grip our lives and control us. He didn’t save us just so we could keep on doing the things that we used to do but rather that we could enjoy a relationship with him that is not tainted by the things that used to poison our souls.  It is his will that we set ourselves apart from these things or as the scripture says, “It is God's will that you should be sanctified” (I Thessalonians 4:3).  When we are sanctified, we are set apart for God’s service and work.  We are to live sanctified or holy lives.  

A third thing that the scripture states that is the will of God for our life is that we should do good works. God has chosen us before we were born to do good works.  We are to let our lives shine before all men so that they can see the Father living in us.  It is not enough just to believe in God but we must put actions to our words and beliefs.  In so doing, we demonstrate the to all men that God is real and that he loves them.  People will see that changes that have taken place in our lives and wonder what happened to us because no one can argue about a changed life. As the apostle Peter said, “it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men” (I Peter 2:14).
A fourth thing that the scripture states that is the will of God for our life is that we should give thanks to God. God has provided us with everything that we need.  In him we live, breath, and have our life.  He provides the food that we eat, the gasoline that goes in our cars, and the roof over our heads.  It is his will that we should give him thanks for all the good things in our lives and even the bad things too.  The Bible says that we should give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus (I Thessalonians 5:18).  By thanking him in all circumstances, we acknowledge that he knows what is best for our lives and has our best intent in mind.  


And finally the scripture says that there is a reward for those who do the will of God. When we obey God’s will he will certainly reward us for it. Although we may not see the reward here on earth, we shall certainly see it in eternity, as the scripture says, “the world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever” (I John 2:17).  This world and everything in it will one day pass away and we will all stand before God to give an account of our lives.  To those who have not done the will of God, he will say, “depart from me because I never knew you.” But to those who were faithful to serve him and do his will, he will say, “enter in to the joy of the Lord.”  Which one will you be?
Day 30

 The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are you a Roman Citizen?”  “Yes I am,” he answered.  Acts 22:27 (NIV)

The apostle Paul was spared a terrible beating because he was a Roman citizen.  In those days it was illegal to punish a Roman citizen without first letting them stand trial.  Paul’s citizenship afford him protection under Roman law and gave him many other rights and privileges that other did not enjoy.  

When we are born again we take on a new citizenship.  We are not longer citizens of this world but we become citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.  As citizens of America, we enjoy various freedoms, such as the freedom to vote, the freedom to go church, the freedom against false imprisonment, and various others rights and privileges.  Like our citizenship in America, our citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven also has various rights and privileges.  One of the best privileges that we have is access to the Father.  When Jesus died, he opened up the way so that you and I could approach the Father at any time.  Unlike the president of the United States, we can walk boldly into God’s presence and fellowship with him at any time, day or night.  Or as the book of Hebrews states, “let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith…”(Hebrews 10:21). 

Another privilege that we enjoy as citizens of heaven is legal council. When we do wrong and are brought to trial by the prosecutor of our soul, we have a Mediator in heaven to defend us.  Jesus’ blood cleanses us from all our sins and we do not have to put up with the accusations of the enemy of our soul.  When we ask Jesus to forgive us he cleanses us from our sins and declares us righteous before the throne of God.  Again, in the book of Hebrews, Jesus lives forever to make intercession for us  (Hebrews 7:25).  An intercessor is one who stands between two opposite parties and keeps them apart or one who represents you to another party.  As our intercessor, Jesus represents us to God and speaks on our behalf and declares us righteous before the Father.  

There are many other freedoms that we enjoy as citizens of the kingdom.  We are protected against harm.  The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him and delivers them  (Psalm 34:7). We are assured liberty in Christ.  If the son gives you freedom, then you are free (John 8:36).  We are given all the benefits of the kingdom.  For unto us are given very great and precious promises (II Peter 1:4).  We are given kingdom authority. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you (Luke 10:18).  And we are assured of life to the fullest.  Jesus said, I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of (John 10:10 Msg)

So the next time the enemy begins to harass you and torment you, just play your citizenship card and he will have to back off because you are not only a citizen of the kingdom but you are a child of the King. 

